Past Perfect — Form & Use

Use it to talk about an action that happened earlier than another past time/event.

( had + past participle :- ( earlier-past vs later-past ) ‘( by the time / when / before / after ). ( reported speech & third conditional :-

Form  Affirmative - Negative - Questions

Affirmative: had + past participle — She had written
the new words in her notebook.

Negative: had not (hadn’t) + past participle —/

hadn't finished my homework.

Question: Had + subject + past participle.? — Had
you checked the answers before class?

Short answers: Yes, | had. / No, she hadn't.

Same form for all persons. (I/you/he/she/it/we/they
had..)

Contraction: /'d, youd, hed... = had (or would in other
contexts—see note below).

Main situations

1) Earlier event in a past narrative: | opened my
notebook and saw | had forgotten my homework.

2) Cause/Reason for a past result: | felt worried because
I had made a lot of mistakes.

3) Experience up to a past point: It was the first time |
had spoken English with a tourist.

4) Reported speech (backshift): “I've studied enough.” —
She said she had studied enough.

5) Third conditional (if + Past Perfect): /f | had revised,
| would have passed the test.

Event 1 (Past Perfect)

TIMELINE

COMPARE

Earlier past — Later past — Now

T

i =) Past Perfect marks the earlier action; Past
1

| Simple marks the later past event.

When I arrived (later past), the teacher had started the
lesson (earlier past).

By the time the test began, | had found my pen.
After | had learned the new words, | did the exercises.

Before we met, | had watched his English videos online.

Past Simple vs Past Perfect
Chronological order (no need for PP): | finished my
homework and then | went to bed.

Earlier-past made clear: When | went to bed, | had
finished my homework.

Common time markers: by the time, before, after, when,
already, just, never, until, by + time/date.

Event 2 (Past Simple)

My daughter had finished her homework

We'd already started ordering
Because he hadn’t studied hard

She’d fallen asleep

Event 2 (Past Simple)

before | got home
when they arrived
he failed the test

by the time | went up to bed
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Event 1 (Past Perfect)

We were very relieved

When they turned up
| asked her not to buy me the book

She finally told me the truth
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that the builder had used the right
materials.

I'd already drunk too much
as I'd already read it

because she’d felt guilty for years

https://www.grammarwiz.com/when-to-use-the-past-perfect-tense.html


https://www.evo-english.com/grammar-lessons/a2-pre-intermediate-past-perfect-form-and-use
https://www.grammarwiz.com/when-to-use-the-past-perfect-tense.html

