Passive Voice
Passive voice is used mostly in formal English and when we prefer not to mention who/what performs the action or when the action is more important than who/what did it.
The passive voice in English is composed of two elements: the appropriate form of the verb 'to be' + past participle
We start the sentence with the object of the activity/situation.

	Affirmative
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative interrogative

	The house was built in 1899.
	The house wasn't built in 1899.
	Was the house built in 1899?
	Wasn't the house built in 1899?

	These houses were built in 1899.
	These houses weren't built in 1899.
	Were these houses built in 1899?
	Weren't these houses built in 1899?



Examples in various tenses:
	Tense
	Example
	Grammar form

	Present simple
	Alioli is made from oil, garlic and salt.
	is/are + past participle

	Present continuous
	The hall is being painted this week.
	is/are being + past participle

	Past simple
	The university  was founded 100 years ago.
	was/were + past participle

	Past continuous
	The signs were being put up last week.
	was/were being + past participle

	Present perfect
	Potatoes have been grown here for centuries.
	has/have been + past participle

	Past perfect
	When he got home, he found that his flat had been burgled.
	had been + past participle

	Future simple
	The work will be finished next week.
	will be + past participle




Source:  https://www.ef.com/wwen/english-resources/english-grammar/alternative-ways-form-passive-voice/

The passive in formal or academic text:
	Passive
	Active

	A great deal of meaning is conveyed by a few well-chosen words.
	A few well-chosen words convey a great deal of meaning.

	Our planet is wrapped in a mass of gases.
	A mass of gases wrap around our planet.

	Waste materials are disposed of in a variety of ways.
	The city disposes of waste materials in a variety of ways.



If we want to say who or what performs the action while using the passive voice, we use the preposition by. When we know who performed the action and are interested in him, it is always better to switch to the active voice instead.
	Passive
	Active

	"A Hard Day's Night" was written by the Beatles.
	The Beatles wrote "A Hard Day's Night".

	The movie ET was directed by Spielberg.
	Spielberg directed the movie ET.

	This house was built by my father.
	My father built this house.



Passive voice with infinitives
· You have to be tested on your English grammar.
· John might be promoted next year.
· She wants to be invited to the party.
· I expect to be surprised on my birthday.
· You may be disappointed.

Passive voice with the verbs get and have
· I must get my hair cut.
· I must have my hair cut.
· When are you going to get that window mended?
· We're having the house painted.
Examples
· We'll get the work done as soon as possible.
· I'll get those letters typed before lunchtime.
· She said she'd have my lunch delivered by noon.
· You should have your roof repaired before next winter.
