Third conditional — past unreal situations

Meaning Form
¢ Use the third conditional to imagine a different past If-clause (condition)  Main clause (result)
and its imagined past result.
if + past perfect would / could / might + have + past
* It expresses regret, criticism, or simple speculation If you had studied e

about something that didn't happen. ... you would have passed.

Past perfect continuous is also possible to show duration: If she had been

working harder, she would have finished earlier.

Comma after the if-clause when it comes first: /if I had known, | would have
called. No comma when the main clause comes first.

Clear examples

Fact: | didn't go to class. If he hadn't taken his helmet, he If the jacket had been cheaper, | could
Imagined result: If | had gone to might have died. have bought it.

class, I would have passed.

I wouldn't have been late if | hadn't

overslept.
Useful variations Mixed conditional (Type 3 — 2)
e uness = if not:/ wouldn't have arrived on time unless | had taken Past condition with a present result now.
a taxi. s [f| had studied harder, | would have a better
. inversion (formal)  — drop if and invert: Had | known, | would have Job now.
helped. e [f she hadn't moved away, we would still be
. Modal choic= . — the result can use would/could/might/should have: neighbours.

You shouldn't have left so late.

Compare the difference in meaning and forms of conditionals 1, 2 and 3:

Conditional 1 (possible event in the future):

| may need a new bike this year. If | need a new bike, | will buy one.

Conditional 2 (speculation/hypothesis about the present):

| don’t need a new bike this year. However, if | needed a new bike, | would buy one.

Conditional 3 (speculation/hypothesis about the past):

| didn’t need a new bike last year. However, if | had needed a new bike last year, | would have bought
one.



