
 

 

 

Compare the difference in meaning and forms of conditionals 1, 2 and 3: 

 

Conditional 1 (possible event in the future): 

I may need a new bike this year. If I need a new bike, I will buy one. 

 

Conditional 2 (speculation/hypothesis about the present): 

I don’t need a new bike this year. However, if I needed a new bike, I would buy one. 

 

Conditional 3 (speculation/hypothesis about the past): 

I didn’t need a new bike last year. However, if I had needed a new bike last year, I would have bought 

one.  


